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WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE FORCE — R U OK DAY 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [2.01 pm]: Last week was a particularly challenging 
and tragic week for the community of Western Australia. It was also a challenging and traumatic time for our 
Western Australia Police Force officers and their families. Today, I rise to show our appreciation to all first 
responders who are asked to confront scenes and situations that we cannot begin to imagine. 

Last week began with the horrific family homicides in Bedford of three young children, their mother and 
grandmother. The local police officers from Bayswater Police Station who first attended, the homicide 
investigators, the forensic teams and other specialist officers all confronted a scene that challenged mind, heart 
and spirit. The next day, the tragedy on the Swan River in which two teenage boys drowned followed. Many units 
were involved with the search and recovery, including units as diverse as the tactical response group, the water 
police, the mounted police, our State Emergency Services and, again, officers from Bayswater Police Station. Then 
the body of Julie Anne Cooper was discovered near Armadale, and sadly a missing person investigation became 
a homicide investigation. Mr Speaker, I would like to offer the profound thanks of this government and of the 
community of Western Australia to our first responders, their families and loved ones. 

Last Thursday, 14 September, was R U OK Day, and the Premier and I, along with the Commissioner of Police, 
attended Maylands Police Complex to meet and thank many of those very important men and women who were 
involved in a variety of capacities in these distressing incidents—they go to terrible scenes, see terrible things and 
bear terrible burdens that the rest of us do not have to. These officers return home to their families, who, in turn, 
share the burden of what their loved ones have witnessed. I thank these officers and their loved ones for their 
commitment to the community of Western Australia. 

Members: Hear, hear! 
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